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.stonishing Balloon

- (Copyright, 18089, by the New York Journal and Advertiser)

Went Up Above the Clouds to See
the Meteors, and What
Happened.

ARELY has a2 nobelist in his ficticn or a dramatist in his play
{raordinary sifuation than actwally happened in real life fo Rew. F. M. Bacon, his daughter and

Hir. Stanley Spencer.

This wenturesome ti> aent up in a balfoon just after sundown fo study and photograph last
B, gelting vp above the clouds they would have an unobsiructed wizew of
The ascensicn took place not far {rom London, and the following narrative, Yritten by
ihe Rew. Dr. Bacon, iz one of the most thrilling human experienc:s eber recorded:

month’s meteoric shower.
tke mefeors.

BY THE REV. J. M. BACON.

L

HE =ky remaining overeast, we, shortly after 10 p. m., mounted to
| T the reglon where a murky eanopy bung overhead, This canopy
proved to consist of 1o dense wefting fog 1,600 feet thick. Tn
traversing It the belloon, which had remalned eaptlve In the still, warm
alr of a mlld November nlght, beeame heavlly charged with condensed
vapor, aud nt the same time greatly chilled. The congequence was that
it hecnme peceginry to disclinrge a great quantlry of ballast to cnnble
' s fo penateate the cloud. Even then the balloon agaln and agaln sank
| hack jnto the mist, Only at my earnest entreaty that we shonld keep
'} well above In view of the stars, and, contrary to hig better judgment, Mr,
| Spencer continued to throw ont ballast til no less than =even bigs hel
| heen dizeharged In twenty minotes. Our pbservations, which bhave nl-
\ ready Leen reeorded, continued thl shortly before 8, when, as thongh at
W preciss wement, the dawn suddenly fushed out with rapidly Increas-
Itz 1y, thestars puled and, our dufies being quickly over. it remalned

anly for we'po descend.

_Unable to Get Back to Earth.

Tt there was the rub.  With the earllest beams of sunlight the
moistaio=laden sk bhegan to dry off and the gas to grow waermer, and,
+u:~; thiongh Ihsplred with ngw life, the hulloon began rislng into space,
{ i intlig uf by lenps of SO0 feet In every quarter of an hour fiil by 9
Lotelack 1d lid yeaehed an altltade of 6,000 feet, and wes still rising. Tt
' . of oourde, he understood that to hiave torn open the yalve at this
vitlon would bave been to precipitnte ug to earth. So the unwelcome
o hafl fiow to be £aced that we were adrift slmply af the mercy of
v wind, nod with oot a elond in slght above us to mitlgale the rapldly
casime power of The sum :

1 wvill wot dlggnise the faet that the bhreakfast that wis now produced
wis eaten I the solftnde of our little esr in gloomy silence and with
Sopny forelindings, Semchow thers ofime home o us the gueaint hamor

I the Ameflenn satiplet who declared that In pur llttle Englund he
coer dape go out anywhers 4t night for fear of stepplng o (e sed.
anrely, we must be alréady near the sea somewhere, for we had been
| hours, nnd steadlly golng woest. Of opr actoal . whereabouts,
vers wir kaes nothing, &lnce within five minutek of ourn sinrt we

vad eangsht no glimpse of enrths Several ‘thousand feet below s was
¥ 1 o, potled in the istensely hright sonlight, a clond sea of ex-
F Besoty. Awiy o an Infindrely distant horizon steetched ralling
awd af stowy wlhiteneks, hroken 1p hers wynd there Inte secniiig
Petild il finge fadteastle hummocks, Elsewlipre domes and splites
4 themeelves aboyve the general sarfpce or an lzolated Matterhorn
crad Anto space, In some qoariers (U was Impossible to look withont
fvtion that we aetually beheld the ontline of Qofty oliffs over-

.
"h P tuolilest boy In the Tnited States—in his awn oplaion,

nt lenst—is yonng Jolin P, V. Gridley, son of that Grilllsy
{o wheny, dn Mantin Rey, Admiral Dewey gald:
witt po're rendy, Gridiey.’
are Gelillex's owe obdeel in 1ife was to pass snccessfully
minatisn for o lleutenaney io the Marine Corps. He was
| ghin) lard when W2 father died, and havdship and poyerty
f fell mpon the famiiy. It wis evident to young Gridiey that the
money belng used for his pdueation was most sorely needed at

‘“Fon may

] Trore,

' e hor mede up his mind, goberly and philosophically enough,
5 v lie sronld haye th foregh the Marlhe Corpa and seew more
. nesative, If ess congenial, employment.

J Pieowas dlanppainted, of course—keenly disappolnted—and per

I Tinn sotothing of It showed In the hoy's face ‘when he nassei
!I' S Doy without recornition. !

| et would have et the boy pass, but not the AfQ

fetl bl back and asked what the matter wes.
< tefel to opass it off. The Admiral Inststed, ani

wey rubbed his cliln.
all arraneed,” he said.  “Meet me to-morrow
3 1H 11 go to see the President.”

Plhey Al o to see the President, and Mr MeKinley sdld 4
wonll avvpnge e whole matler. Then 4t trausidred that young
i Griiles g mor have money eantgh to pay his preliminary ox-

m

[ perses op those that he woutd fnear after hig appointtment, ;
The o ut tooked at the Admiral and the Adwmiral 'noked
nt the 1° Ilont,  Then they both grinned, atthough to young

Gllley the «'tuplion was 1ot one demandlng levity.

<1 thlite =old the Pregident, ““that algo ean b oearranged."”

1e be pat af record thnt the Presldent of the United States nun
ferstands wigayig sheonls, but le certalnly noderstod these of
Ainiral Dewey, for he salid:

“In taer, Mre Gridley, Admiral Dewey and myself have Je-
sar yuny expenses pntll #nch time ns you are abile Lo
flunnes yorurselfA

And Admird! Dewey nodded and laughed.

That 15 why soung John G V. Gridley 1s the Wapplest hoy

‘nited-States

Young Gridley showed some of the effects of the exeltement
poder wilel e as been living doring the past week. when' geon
at Wie sehoal by o Jourpal reporter, He s a manly looklng fels
low, black-halrw!, of eléar complexldn, and has stralghtforward,
henest, brown eyes. His helght 1s not aboye the average, and
in butld be is somewlat slender.

et ta B
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sgcceeded n (magining a more ex-

hanging a none too distdnt gea.

9,000 Feet Up and ths Bailoon Bursting.

Time bronght ns no eomfort.  As breakfast procesded we hegin
to hear loud reports overhend resembling small explosions, nnil we knew
whitt these were. The tolst sheanken netting was giving oul under
(T hot sun anid yielding now bod dgain with sadided rélense (o the tap-
Illy expanding pns. It wis, therefore, with grve concern but un m];-,
prige that when we next turned (o the anevold we Tound the index
pointing o S000 feer, anit &1 moving upward. “I'wo miles up alove
the mmseen earth! And was the reglon below ns really enrth or was
1t alveady the apen orean? We bad reasen to suppose it wmight be the
tatter, for we had already been aloft the full limlt of tlme recorded in
any HEnglish voysge, and the speed of upper purtents is always an
unknown quantity. Tp to twolity minutes previonsly we bud continued
to hear famlllar sounds of country (ife—a horze trotting alomg A hard
road, cocks orowlng, the bellowing of o cow, the welcome volee of a
cheery donkey, and so on. But now we had risen beyond the rench of
such sounds. Misgivings began to Introde themselves,

Sending a Letter from the Clouds.

Presently, however, the seroech of o locomotive far down telléved onr
present aoxiery, aod for some Hitle time the tradns on some: busy line
told ns thar we must he in the peighborbond of an important town or
junetion. Then the erazh of Mg hammers broke in upon us, There
are large iron warks nt Westhory, but these were zeareely capable, we
supposed, of giving out such nolsy elamor., It was far more llkely tlat
we were approgching Brietgl, und a glnzee nt the moap showed ns thaq
In that ease onr chonres were growlng desperato,

Then a brilliont thought ocourred to us—let we siy that It was due
to the lady of the party. Surely there was possible Lielp from people
below, and there wax o remote chance of conmpanlcating with then,
W tiagd 2 penell, flso a thiek bundle of preds telograph lorme, culwl
one slde, plain the othér, 8o with prompl dlspiateh we devised and
cartteld ont a system of aerial communiestior unided in history. The
following message was manitolded oo =ome three dogen forms:

“Urgent! Targe balloon from Newbury travelllng overfhead above
the clonds, (Canudt descend. Telegraph to sl const (Coast Guards) To
he roady lo rereue BACCON ANDESIHENCER."

These messpees wore smeartly produesid and dispatehed.
ter wak clevk. The foldlng np of the forms Into three-tornered untes:
Wits iy own thsk: while each cdmpleted message wis ldbelied “Tme
porfant' With réil elinlk by My, Spencer fnd then cast oyerbiml.

This bhusy nnd practien! work affordell great relles to feryes that

My dangih-

JOHN P. V. GRIDLEY,

had long enongh been an the sirveteh. DBut before It was finlshed we
1l suddenly pavsed and Wstened with all our ears, for a new Sound
was in tlhe.alr. There win o necd o exchange thonghts. We rose
Instinetively and lstened  over the ear, There wae the rhythmical
pliash of waves upon o shingly shore. Resist the thought as we might,
It was unmistakalle. And asif to end our snspense; up came the wall
of o ship's steam siren.

Carried Qut Over the Bristo] Channel.

This was repeated once and ngain, and then for g long space dead
silence rvelgned. Hut by thiy thie it wis 12 o'clock, and on consulting
the anerold we were astontshed to find that se hid dropped more than
20000 Teet, aur helght now heling 7.000 feet only. and apparentiy we were
still destending slowly., Tt mny os well at onee be sald that it has sinee
been sde elenr thint ot the moment just spoken of we Were crossing
fwenty iniles of the Bristol Channel, and updoubtedly 1t was some old
current blowing up the czstuary of the Severn that first gave the down:
ward motion te the bulleon.  Morveover, the npper eurvents mnst from
this point have greatly Incrensed In specd, Dlowlng stiffly Uy the ses
reach, and eddying bl waywisd confses dbove the monntging of South
Wles,  In Nulf av hionit (he sonnds of envth and open conntry had re
tupned, pod we bad denwn down to 1,690 teet ahove the cloud fioar below
ns which was now hreaking here and there lnto Hitle blaeck pits Tife
snow flelds beginning to tliaw,

It was 130, more than nine hourcs from the stnrt.
lower In the honvens, began to/look ar ns more aslanl.

A Happy Accident and a Perflous Des-ent.

The cloud sensibly, chilled the gug, #nd In less than five minutes we
had fallen (hropgh below, and a wild, romantic country broke upon oy
view, ‘down oni to swhieh, 0% to & haven of safety. we were now ‘Bwoop
Ing vapldly, DBut our adventure wos hardly yet onded. The wind hepe

The sun, elearly

wis blowing stifiy, sweeplng wheraver It found egross throngh the val- §

leys with greit violence. Thig n-addition to our rapld Beseent, onused
g toosteike the enrth with very considerable foree, and the next mo-
ment e were breaking madly throngh a1l obstacles as the wild Zust
lrnngm the peliving sk of the now half empty balloon. My danghter's
Orenrm was broken with the fiest rude Impact.  The ' .
AN T e 2 Wowe eharged an
::I,.i‘ll nwbi(uire barbed fenee, every strand of whilch we snnpned Ike
o .-1'- I|!.I':l. thread. My nether gavinents wete cpmpletely torn off e
'é‘wll‘ &, Which, however, sustiined alily superftelal dnfnries,  Sthit w
f.; ‘}u#hun‘:»hwzkpt! thl wie ennght I 9 dend. lslf-grown oak, thie hea
r:wlTl‘is: ! t}H‘ :-nr‘m-ul FiEht awdv, entantlod In our rieging, A Tew o
uter, however, puy anchor ot good hold, and by thls time help

was haerylng up, klodly Wolsh A gt gilroct ik
i '!'I‘Er 3’.’:42\?11' u}ur \-:,';fgf-'_'”m' cligery and® willing anil most hanuy
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IMKINLEY AND DEWEY ARE PAYING THIS BOY’S EXPENSES.

“You want 'to know something abouf who 5 am and whit |
did hefore Admiral Dewey took me to sen the Presldent * sabd
the young man I answer to the vopoiters question.

g 1 hnv'a always wanted in e 0 2 lior.
thing else except n military fife
I should follow his profession. At first 1 went to achool ut home
in Hrle, Pa. Afterward father sent me o the St Joh's Miitars

- = ke
Schiool in Manllus, N. Y. T was there two vears and wae a lled-
tenant in the cadet eorps. j

ST wite at the preparatory schiool for the Navil Academy at
Annagolis when the war broke out, 1 was appointed to the ser-
vice about the middle of July as o post naval cadet and served
ahoard the Unlted States ships St Panl, Yankee and Michigan
until December O, 1808, No, I was never anider fire. We only
did seont duty along the Coban and Porto Rienn consts:

“When the war was over and father dled I wont back Heme.
I thought then that the besr thing to o wonld he to study and
it 'myself for business. Y ostidled by toypscll Inst Winter. ‘Bul
mother and the famlly wers inZlons for wie to get in the ser-
vice, T kpew that T passed the examination and obtufned o
commigsion In the Marine Corps 1 conld be of gssistanee to the
family—of much miore gssistance then if 1 had gone into basiness.
We were all willing to make the finoncial saerifice for my waork
of preparation, and I eame on to Washington to stwoly for the
examlnations.

“Thit was In Ocfober. Allpr. all theset {Llgs came ont ia
the papers abodt mother’s pensizn, and sfter they sald that the
famlly was In actuonl want, I made np iy mind not to pecep:
nnother cent from home for ifuy expenses hofo.

“And then Admirnl Dewey and Mis. Dewey took an interest
In nie on acecount of the Adinlral’s having Enpwa my - father
The President had promiged before that' 1 shoald heve @i oppbr-
tunity o take the Marlue Unips examinations. The -Admirs!
told ime to meet Mm ot the White Honde o Welnealny, W
snw the Prestdent, and you roaa : 1 the DPreéslilent g
the Admiral are dolng for me 'n - Le papors”
~ TUp to this point the young fiinn had only vouehnafed informi-
tion In answer to guestiops. 1 wi=l, if yon are going to s4
anythlug atiout it in tHe papers,™ Lo odded enmestls, “thn: yol
would lay & great deal of stress on what the Admleal and resi-
dent MeKinley bave done for me. You see, I bnedly know wlint
to say about {t.  About the only thing ghat I ean do [ th toy my
est to pass the examinations in g wreditabl eway, You seeo,
it certninly does show a greal aunprechition of father's services
to the country. Doesn't jt?

“And then to think of two great big men Hke President M-
Kinley and Admlra]l Dewey golag down (nfo their pockets to
bae ka fellow "Hke mel!" Young Gridley prused for words in
express. his feellngs, and then added: “‘If's the sguarest and
kindest thing T ever heard of " X

And grhnp,s nelther Presldent MeRinley nor Adumiiral Detwes
ever lad a more shicere compliment pald to him

I never eorveql for any-
It was my father's desire that
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THE BIRD OF WISDOM AS A SMASCOT FOR RUTGERS COLLEGE.

\ STAID itgers College has a muaseot.

1t 1% that stered bitd of wisdom, re-
verad of dll, e owl,

e pwr  constiipnted H~elf the collegn
T . s opald onowistt oty the college last
wi & and spent the day with the Greek
classes. 1L came ne pue knew whence and
depare.s. no oo koew whither. The boys
of Rutzers opine that nothing but good ean
eote to thie college after that visit.
When Rer, Dy, Jacob Oooper enfered the
el yoom where he had instrocted {he
© Rutgers boye In Greek and phllosophy for
" twep'y:-seven, years he saw the visitor
percled vpon o long, narrow engraving of
the eliy of Athens. ‘I'he pleture is one of
Lise treaspres of the college, and was bought
gl presenteds to the college by P-‘;.'l)!essbr
B 8 Bhomway fifieen years ago. The owl
wan large,  motiled gray and white, and
“*3 perches *y u reflective attitude oo the

right-iand corner of dhe frame,

Thlg, ne-

; the 1eft alde the Rutgers hoys would have ltvien of Butgers,
It is o pectllerly appropriate one, for’ cording to the anclenits, was g4 good omen. antlelpated dn unbroken suecession of de-
Had the owl tempted fite by perchlog on

deal about srilogisms and Greek verbs, and

The owl sal snlgmt[]y and stolidly on the sometimes nodded approvingly,
Feats at football and dhe consequent ob- pleture frame all' day. He heard ‘a great

A studenf, moved by memories of Edgar
Allan Poe, wrote upon the hlackbourd he
nedth the plitre:

“Prophet!” snid I, “thing of evijy
“Prophet!™ eald 1; ":hing’?ﬂf evil!

The bird maintalned s serenity and kapt
his post on the frame just above that piirt
of the pleture where 1s shown Avenpagus
or Mars Hill )

The. studenis christened the' snge, gay
visltor Ny writing Its natme, *“Pallas
Atbena,” on thelr cuffs. When ihe last

twilight had misgled with the gray feathers
of Pallas Athena, but the outltue oF the
sgered blrd could still be secn, and to |4
“they ralted thelr ¢aps and shouted: “Hall

class left the 1oom the gray shadows of.

Exploit of a Minister and His Daughter.




